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Current Topics in Sociology - A Methodological Approach  

University of Warsaw: Faculty of Psychology 

Fall 2022 

Assignment 1 

Independent Research Report 

The purpose of the Independent Research Report is for students to demonstrate 

knowledge of investigative approaches in sociology; specifically, students are to move 

from concept definition to observation, measurement, and analysis.  

In this document you will find the report guidelines. 

Guidelines 

You are to work independently and communicate your work in English-language writing. 

Please complete and submit this report by November 14, 2022. Please email the report 

as a .docx file to the instructor: jdubrow2000@gmail.com. Please see syllabus for more 

details. 

The report has three main parts:  

(1) definitions of the concepts, worth 40 percent of the grade for this report 

(2) descriptions of the mode of data collection and form of analysis, worth 20 percent 

(3) measurements of the concepts, worth 40 percent. 

In structuring the report, please follow the structure of these guidelines. Please be sure to 

include your name, date, course title, and “Assignment 1: Independent Research Report.” 

(1) Definitions of the concepts (40%) 

From the table below, choose one Dependent Variable (DV, the thought or behavior you 

want to explain) and one Independent Variable (IV, the thought or behavior that explains 

the DV). For the purposes of this assignment, we assume that the IV theoretically has a 

direct relationship with the DV. 

 

Independent Variable Dependent Variable 

Socioeconomic Status (SES) Frustration 

Social Class Prejudice 

Intersection of Gender and SES Empathy 

Intersection of Gender and Social Class Political Participation 

Intersection of Age and SES Your Choice 
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For example, you can choose “Intersection of Gender and Social Class” as the IV and 

“Frustration” as the DV. For “Your Choice” as a DV, you can choose any concept you 

wish, so long as you are able to define it within the scientific literature. 

You are to define the two concepts of your choice, i.e. both the IV and the DV. Your 

definition of the IV should be min. 50 words and max. 200 words. Your definition of the 

DV should be min. 50 words and max. 200 words.   

After the definition, you are to pose a theory as to the relationship between the IV and the 

DV. The theory can be a speculation or based on an actual theory – in any case it should 

be an intellectually satisfying explanation. The setting for the data collection would be 

Poland, so the theory should be about how the concepts relate within Poland. 

For example, for a theory on “Social Class” and “economic redistribution,” you can explain 

how the intersection of Polish men or women (gender) from disadvantaged classes (social 

class), e.g. unskilled non-manual social class would be more likely to support government 

economic redistribution to reduce inequality than would Polish men from more privileged 

social classes, e.g. the employer class.   

You should express this theory with min. 100 words and max. 200 words. For this section, 

you are to cite at least one article published in a peer-reviewed scientific journal. 

 

(2) Description of the mode of data collection and form of data analysis (20%) 

In this section, you describe the mode of data collection and form of analysis. Imagine that 

you have a research budget that is sufficient to cover any reasonable cost of data 

collection. Is it a survey? Is it a qualitative study with in-depth interviews? Who is the target 

population? Will it be collected face-to-face, or an online survey, or…? You can choose 

any mode of data collection you wish, so long as it is feasible.  

You are to describe the data collection with min. 50 to max. 150 words. 

Afterwards, describe the form of data analysis. For surveys, it would likely be statistical 

analysis. You can be as creative as you would like, so long as the form of analysis matches 

the data. This can be expressed in one short sentence, or it can be up to 100 words, 

depending on your interest. 

 

(3) Measurement of the concepts (40%) 

In this section, you are to describe how you will measure the concepts. For example, if 

you choose gender in a survey format, how will you measure the concept? The 

measurement of the concepts must match your mode of data collection and should be as 

detailed as possible. 
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You are to describe the measurement of both the IV and the DV. Your definition of the 

measurement of the IV should be min. 50 words and max. 100 words. Your definition of 

the measurement of the DV should be min. 50 words and max. 100 words.   

Tip: For inspiration, consult the questionnaires of well-known datasets, such as the Polish 

Panel Survey (POLPAN) or the European Social Survey. You can also consult well-known 

psychological surveys. I welcome well-thought modifications of well-known questionnaire 

items! As always, cite your sources. 

 

At a glance 

Task Word Count 

(1) Concept definition  

Independent variable 50 – 200 words 

Dependent variable 50 – 200 words 

Theory 100 – 200 words 

Citation of a peer-reviewed article Usually ca. 20-30 words 

(2) Description of data and analysis  

Data collection 50 – 100 words 

Analysis One sentence (ca. 20 words) to 100 words 

(3) Measurement of the concepts  

Independent variable 50 – 100 words 

Dependent variable 50 – 100 words 

 

 


